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Mechanical convenience forbade the publication 
of an intended supplement to the present number; 
andalso, as yet, prevents us from getting out the 
index for the last volume. ° 
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General Jackson. 


Whilst the people were tendering the honest 
homage of their hearts to the Man oF ORLEANS, and 
conferring upon him every public honor which they 
had the power to bestow,—whilst they recegnized 
inthe intrepid soldier the polished manners of a 
gentiéman, with the mild deportment of the citizen, 
a committee of the senate of the United States—the 
most dignified tribunal known to the constitution, 
sive that from which all lawful authority is derived, 
was engaged in preparing very solemn and serious 
charges against him—to bring hin before the bar 
of the public reason loaded with reproaches, asa 
flagrant violator of the most important fundamental 
principles of right, justice and law. See the re- 
port, page 33. 

We have no present intention to examine the 
facts stated in this report, nor to make any remarks up- 
en it. But, however, we feel it our duty to say— 
that we believe them to be untenable, by proof, or 
to be excused, as to the general himself, by the sanc- 
tion of his superior, the president of the United 
States: all which will probably appear before ma- 
ry days.* 

It is not our practice to interfere in party politics 
s-to extol the ius and censure the outs, or vice versa; 
and we do not care to the value of a one dollar Owl 
Creek bank note, whether a president of the United 
States comes fromthe east, west, south or north: 
else we might say much, and would say it warmly 
too, about the proceedings that have been had re. 
specting general Jackson. If we do not know we 
certainly believe, that among his opponents, in or 
out of congress, there are some men who have been 
influenced only by a generous love for the constitu- 
tion and liberties of our country; but we are equal- 
ly certain, that others have been led to array them- 
selves against him through passion and prejudice, 
or with a seeret design to affect the approaching 
election of president. 1nshort, andin common phrase, 
that they have “struck at another man over his 
shoulders.” This is our serious opinion. 

The story has been so eften told in the news- 
papers, that party had nothing to do in the question 
relating to the Seminole war, that many have be- 
lieved it. We always believed the contrary, and 
the happy contrivance of recording the yeas and 
nays, proves that we are correct—unless we admit 
that one of the two great political sections in con- 
gress is much more regardful of the constitution of 
the United States than the other,—an idea that can- 
not be tolerated is this “era of good feelings!” 

It is of no importance, at this time, for us to de- 








*The National Intelligencer, received since this 
article was in type, says—*We are authorised and 
requested to state, for the satisfaction of those who 
feel interested in the information, that strictures on 
the rejort of the committee of the senate in respect 
to the Seminole war, are in preparation, and will be 


clare, yea or nay, whether all that generai jackson 
has done is in conformity to our opinions of right, 
though we take it for granted that every transaction 
of his, since he took the field, has resulted inapresent 
good to his country; yet as “gold may be purchased 
too dear,” a good thing may be produced by danger- 
ous means:—and, 7f he has committed wrong io tlie 
constitution and laws of his country, or outraged hu- 
manity, let him be punished. But even #rdurthnot 
and Ambrister were suffered to pleadin their own 
defence, and shall we refuse the like privilege to a 
man whose deeds of high renown are as imperisha- 
ble to his glory, as the history of the republic, Stiil, 
his services must not be plead in extenuation of a soli- 
tary wrong, wilfully committed. We would rather 
that Jackson should perish, than that any one in the 
United States should be above the law—but it is 
due him that he should be fairly tried, and upon Ais 
own merits. > 

With due deference to the “collected wisdom of 
the nation” in congress assembled, yet knowing also 
that the members are mere men, liable to errors in 
judgment, and subject to the influence of party, pre- 
judice or passion, like others—we contend that 
both houses have mistaken their power in suppos- 
ing that the general was directly responsible to 
either of them for any transaction of his military life, 
circumstanced as he was. Admit that the majority 
in both houses had agreed to censure general Jack- 
son, where are their means to punish? Can it be 
believed that a simple vote of disapprobation in con- 
gress, would punish him sufficiently for the outra- 
ges with which he was charged? Nay, nay—if he is 
guilty of the things preferred against him, his life 
would be a poor forfeit to the insulted justice of his 
country. 
If such punishment is due, but that congress has 
no power to inflict it—what could all the long re- 
ports and long speeches have amounted to? Only 
to this—to prejudice the tribunal before whom the 
general mightbe summoned to appear; in fact, ¢e 
order it to condemn him! Thus, is our opinion, con- 
gress acted as unadvisedly as the general is charge- 
ed with doing; having fallen into the very error that 
was reprehended in him, as though he punished 
without trial! 
The fact is universally believed, that the presi« 
dent has sanctioned the conduct of Jackson, iz ex- 
tenso—-in many cases by an open approval, or justifi- 
cation of his proceedings, and in all the rest by a tacit 
acquiescence in them. ‘The general, then, is exone- 
rated from blame, until the president 1s found guil- 
ty of wrong. If his acts were unsupported by the 
constitution and lawsof hiscountrv, Jhey now ure the. 
acts of the executive, the agent being approved by 
it; let the executive be punished first, and the gene- 
ral will naturally suffer. 


If this view of the subject is correct—if the ac‘s 
of general Jackson have by any means become the 
acts of the president, (and they must be so regard- 
ed, seeing that the general has not been put upon 
histrial for any of them), what shall we think ofthe 
house of representatives, as the grand inque st of the 
nation, and af the senate, asthe supreme judge, for 
acting on the case as they have done? Does it not 





oray offered to the public cye; and that in their 
Mharacter, they will be both ample and free.” 
Vor, XVt aque OH 


appear asif they would have indicted, tried and pu- 
mshed the president, when the ecnetal only was 
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seemngly before them. They might have request- 
ed, and perhaps ordered (at least we hope that: 
there issucha power in the representatives of the 
people), the president of the United States to insti- 
tute an enguiry into the conduct of the general, - 
and possibly have directed a court martial to be 
heid upon him, What then?—ii the president 
,Yefused io carry such order anto execution, he | 
.mignt be brought before the bar of the senate; but, 
:af the order was put into operation, the president | 
would stand as impeached for neglect of duty in| 
not having done it before! Inevery view that we | 
cui give to the matter, this seems to be the conclu- | 
sion—thal it is the president, and not the general, who | 
is responsible to congress for ucts commitied inthe Se- 
minole wai, as things a-e now situated. 
We do not know whether this ground has been 
_ taken or not, by any of the speaners in congress, 
having yet read buta few of the speeches, and those 
very siightiy.* Weapprehend, however, that it will 
appear to be so manifestly just to the people, that 
they will, like ourselves, be nearly reacy .6 believe 
it was the president who was reaily uuder trial in- 
stead of general Jackson. 

If this belief is founded upon the facts of the case, 
and the general had been condemned in the senate, 
for calling out or accepting the volunteers from 
Tennessee—and he, to justify himself, had shewn 
that that act was approved by the executive, in the 

rarmest terms,—what would be the state of the 
affair? The senate we know are the judges on an 
impeachment of the president, and the result would 
have been, that they had already found him guilty, 
though unarraigned, of a violation of the constitu- 
tion! in courts of law, in cases of appeals, the 
judge who has decided on a controversy, retires 
from the bench,—would not then the senate, accord- 
ing to common sense and common law, have been 
rendered incompetent to try the president—seeing 
that the sanction of the president must be accepted as 
the justification of his SUBORDINATE officer? 


~— 





We like plam dealing—in common phrase, we 
wish that “every tub should stand upon its own 
bottom.’ We are not interested in the re-election 
of Mr. Monroe,—though generally pleased witir his 
admynistration, because we have fallen into the opi- 
nion that the republic would be better served, if the 
presidency were held for four yearsonly. Stl, he 
claims of his countrymen a frank and honorable op- 
position. For his sins of commission or of omission, 
he ought to be directly charged, it any such are suf- 
ficient to divest him of the good will of the peo- 
pie; but we dishke all round-about ways for arriv- 
ing at truth, and decidedly .reject the practice 
wich too often prevails amongst po/iticians, of 
eensuring one manin the name of another. 

Vbe reader must not suppose by the preceding 
remarks that. we intend to devote the Reaister to 
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party politics or electioneering purposes, though 
we have felt it right to say something on a subjec: 
which has so much engaged the attention of con. 
gress andthe people. We shall not do either; sim- 
ply desiring on this occasion to present our impres. 
sions concerning a very important affair, and to re. 
commend republican frankness to all politicians. 

We have only to add, that the principal charge 
in the report of the senate, as to the acceptance of 
volunteers, was, as we are informed, justified by for. 
mer usage, and positively approved in this. The 
order respecting St. Augustine depended on a con. 
tingency—that is, if the facts as reported were true, 
The Washington City Gazette says that Messrs. King 
and Eaton, two of the committee, were opposed to 
the report, and intended to have presented a coun. 
ter statement (as the editor understands) but that 
the session was too near a close to attempi any thing 
like discussion.” There are soine who believe that 
the late appearance of the report was not incidental 
to, or in any manner connected with the period at 
which a knowledge was possessed of the things it re. 
proves—and it seems unfair, that general Jackson 
must remain subject to all the odium which the re- 
port can cast upon him until the next session of con. 
gress, ortreatthe senate with what may be censtrued 
into disrespect, | y defending himself before his fel. 
low citizens. It is like “hanging a man first and 
trying him afterwards.” 








Revolutionary Matters. 

The following letter, addressed to the editor of the 
RrGisTer, is trom a gentleman of the highest 
staniing in Virginia—and inserted with great 
pleasure, in justice to the patriotic efforts of anil. 
lustrious friend of freedom. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE REGISTER. 

S1r,—I have read with much interest the sevett! 
communications from the late president Avams, 
which are preserved in your fourteenth volume: 
and though a Virginiun, and as zealous for the honor 
of my country as any individual in it, [ am not less 
devoted to truth, and real merit, whereever it may 
be found. I therefore subjoin with pleasure, an ex- 
tract from the first volume of Almon’s Remembrancer 
entitled Prior Doewments, printed in London in the 
year 1777, in confirmation of the high standing, and 
important services of James Oris, esquire, of Massa- 
chusetts, as attested by Mr. Anams. 

EXTRACT, 

From “the report of the lords committees, ap- 
pointed by the house of lords to enquire into the 
several proceedings in the colony of Massachusctis 
bay, in opposition to the sovereignty of his majesty, 
in his parliament of Great Britain, over that pro- 
vince.” | 

«The committee having perused the report of 
the board of trade ofthe 11th day of December 1764, 
and yxze papers laid before his majesty therewith 
find in the said papers the strongest assertions by 
the assembly of the Massachusetts bay, of their sole 
right to pass laws, particularly of taxation, and of 
their resolution to invite the other colonies to com- 
bine with them in measures to prevent the king 12 
his parhament, from passing any such laws; for m- 
stance, in a letter to Mr. Mauduit then agent of the 
province, which was drawn up bya committee of 
the house of representatives, and afterwards ap- 
proved by the house, they use the folowing expres- 
sions: ‘The silence of the province shou'd have been 
imputed to any cause, evento despair, rather that 
ei7 Mehts, or an 
oO 
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Great Britain, to impose duties and taxes upon a 
people who are not represented in the house of com? 
mons.’—And in the same letter they avowed and 
authenticated the doctrines advanced in a certain 
pamphlet, entituled, «The rights uf the British colo- 
nies asserted and proved,” written by James OTs, es- 
gure; Which pamphlet ainongst other things, says 
«that the imposition of taxes, whether on trade, or 
on lands, or houses, or ships, or real or personal, 
fixed or floating property in thee colonies, is abso- 
lutely zrrecencileable with the rights of the colonies, as 
British subjects, and as men.” 

A stronger evidence of Mr. Orts’s merit, as the 
enlightened patriot, and a friend of bis country, and 
of his early services to her, need not be produced. 

Virginia, February 7, 1819. 
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Supreme Court of the U. States. 

Several decisions made at the present sitting of 
the supreme court of tlie United States, are of great 
and general importance, and the opinions on such 
eises shall be inserted when received, for the use 
of the patrons of the Recisrrn. 

We have already noticed the case of Sturges vs. 
Crowninshield—~the following additional accounts of 
it must satisfy the public curiosity until the report of 
it is published— 

The New York Evening Posi, speaking of this 
ease, says—*We have been favered with the perusal 
of a letter received by a gentleman of the bar at 
this city from Washington, dated the 25th February, 
stating the substance of the opinion of the supreme 
eourt of the United States in the above case—which 
is as follows: 

«Discharges under state insolvent laws exempt 
the body of the debtor from imprisonment; but his 
property subsequently acquired is liable to his cre- 
ditors; orin other words, the contract is discharged 
asto the person, but not as to the future estate of 
the party.” 

[tis further decided that, wntil congress acts upon 
the subject, the states may pass insolvent or bankrupt 
laws, which, however, can have no other effect 
than is above stated; but may be beneficial in put- 
ting an end to the partial dispositions of property, 
which now operate so severely upon the great mass 
ofthe creditors of those who fail among us. 

This is all that has yet been seided upon this in- 
teresting subject. Gentlemen of the profession 
will perceive that many points remain for discuss 
sion. 

Our readers may be satisficd that the source 
whence the above information is derived is such a3 
to preclude all doubts of its authenticity. 

The Baltimore American observes.—We under- 
stand that the judges of the supreme court of the 
United States have in every instance recognized as 
legaland constitutional, the act of limitation exist- 
ms inthe different states, it being an evidence of 
debt which the legislature have the power to pre- 
scribe and determine. This information being de- 
rived from amember of the court, may be confident- 
ly relied on. 

Hence it follows that debts of longer standing 
than three years, are barred by the statute of limi- 
tation; and asthe legislature at their last session ex- 
tended the operation of this law to foreigners and 
residents of other states having claims against citi- 

ens of Muryland—the effect of the late decision 
becomes much more partial and limited than was 
apprehended. 

On the 25th ult. Mr. Justice Story delivered the 
©pimon of the court, in the case of the brig Friends- 


chaft und cargo, argued by Mr. Ogden and Mr. Whea- 
ton tor the captors, and by Mr. Hopkinson, for claim- 
ants. 
ed andthe property condemned. 
settles a point of law very important to the mercai- 
tile world, that where a house is established in the 
enemy’s country, and one or more of the partnets 
reside in the United States, or in a neutral country; 


The sentence of the circuit court Was affirm. 
This decision 


his share is liable to condemnation as a prize of war, 
notwithstanding his personal domicilinthe neutral 
country, as well as the shares of his copartners, who 
are actually resident in the enemy’s country. 

On Wednesday last, Mr. Pinckney concluded his 
argument in the case of McCulloh vs. the state of 
Maryland, involving the question as to the right of 
the states to tax the bank of the United States. 








Treaty with Spain. 

It is announced in the account of Saturday’s pro- 
ceedings in the house of representatives, that the 
president has officially communicated to congress 
the treaty with Spain, which has been solemnly 1a- 
tified on our part, and will no doubt be promptly 
ratified by the government of Spain. With a view 
to this event, a bill has been introduced, and will 
probably become a law,authorizing the executive, in 
that contingency, to receive the territory from the 
hands of the Spanwsh authorities, and establish a pro- 
visional government therein. 

The treaty was read in the house of representa- 
tives with open doors, but is not to be published im 
extenso, the usage in such cases requiring it should 
not be promulgated until formally ratified. We 
have little doubt, however, that a copy of it will 
shortly find its way to the press. Meanwhile, it is 
sufficient to state, that the summary we gave of its 
contents appears to have been pretty correct, with 
the following additions-— 

All grants made by Spain in the ceded territory, 
anterior to the Ist day of January, 1818, are to be re- 
spected. 

The islands adjacent to Florida are ceded, with 
the territory. 

It is stipulated that the territory shall, having the 
necessary requisites, be admitted into the union on 
an equal footing with the original states.—Wat. Jit. 








State Banks, &c. 


Letter from the secretary of the treasury, communicating 
information, pursuant to a resolution of the house of 
representatives, of the 22d inst. in relation to the ba- 
lances due by the state bunks to the bank of the Unit- 
ed States. ebruary 25, 1819. Read and ordered 
to lie upon the iable. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

24th February,-1819, 

Strr—In obedience toa resolution of the house ¢¥ 
representatives, of the 22d instant, directing the se- 
cretary of the treasury “to inform the house, whe- 
ther any, and, if any, what part of the balances from 
the state banks, to the bank of the United States, 
under the second article of the compact between 
them, for which balances the bank of the United 

States was to receive interest, were retained by the 

bank of the United States, as special deposits for 

which it was not obliged to pay specie upon de- 
mand”’, [have the honor to state, that no part of 
the sumstransferredto the bank of the United States 
by the treasurer ofthe U. States, upon which interest 
was payable by the state banks to that institution, 
was considered as special deposit. The bank was 





bound to pay for the sums so deposited, specie 
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whenever demanded. In the case of the transfers; toasts drank were neat and appropriate. The fol. 


made subsequently to the SOth of June, 1817, a pro- 
position on the part of a state bank to pay interest 
on the sum transferred, when accepted by the bank 
of the United States, changed the character of the 
deposit from special to general deposit, and suyject- 
ed the bank to the payment of specie when demand- 
ed. 

{ have the honor to be, your most obedient ser- 
vant, WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
Hon. Henry Clay, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 
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Honors to general Jackson. 

The late tourof this disunguished commander has 
given an opportunity to asmail portion of his fellow- 
citizens, to afford an evidence of their regard for 
his invaluable services to his country. As the fame 
of such men is the property of the nation, we have 
cheerfully given up a few pages of our paper to 
record some ofthe things that occured. 

We have already noticed his passage through 
Baltimore, proceeding eastward, and assigned the 
reasons why this patnotic city did not offer to him 
the first testimony of public respect—the people 
being unadvised of his expected arrival, and it was 
2 continued snow storm during his short stay with 
us, He was however,waited upon and the arrange- 
ments made for those things which took place on 
lis return. 

Arriving at Philadelphia, the general was waited 
upon by the militia officers of the division, on whica 
occasion a neat address and reply were delivered 
and received.* On Thursday the 16th ult. he dined 
at the Washington hall hotel, a large and very re- 
spectable company being present—major Pierce 
Butler, presided, assisted by Charles Biddle and 
Chandler Price, esquires, as vice presidents. The 





* Philadelphias'eb. 19.—The othcers of the Ist di- 
vision Pennsylvania militia yesterday assembled to 
pay their respects to major general Jackson; when 
veneral Cugwalader, at tie request of the meeting, 
aidressedhim as follows: 

General, The officers of the militia of the Ist di- 
vision, who now wait upon you, desire me to express 
the high respect they entertain for your valor and 
patriotism, and the satisfaction they feel in seeing a- 
mongst themaman,to whose consummate prudence, 
skill and energy the nation is so largely indebted; 
whose name, identified with the glory of our coun- 
try, naturally excites the recollection of her proud- 
est achievments. 

I make this communication in behalfof major ge- 
neral Worrell; and permit me to add, that in these 
sentiments of ny brother officers, 1 most cordially 
participate. 

REPLY. 

Gentlemen, To meet you and the militia officers of 
the Ist division affords me the highest gratification. 

‘The moilitary ardor an ! patriotism,ever evinced by 
the citizens of Philadelphia and the adjoming dis- 
tricts; their zealous devotion to the constituted 
principles of our government; is the utmost pledge 
that they will ever prove the guardians of their 
county "s liberty in peace; in war, its bulwark and 
defence. 

For the polite attentions with which you have 
been pleased to honor me, and the flattering op!- 
nion you have expressed of my services, permit me 
to present to you and your associates my acknow- 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
Worrell and brig. gen. Cadwalader. 


lecoeoments. 
To major gen. 








lowing was given 

By the president of the day.—Our illustrious guest, 
major general Andrew Jackson—May he long en- 
joy the affections of his fellow citizens, for his gal- 
lant services On various occasions, particularly in 
the signal repulse of an invading army, near New. 
Orleans. 

After this toast, general Jackson, in a dignified 
and impressive manner, offered his thanks for the 
polite attentions and distinguished honors he had re. 
ceived, and expressing his high sense of the grati- 
tude we owed the heroes and statesmen of the revo- 
lution, for our present happiness and elevated na- 
tional character, he gave the following toast: 

The memory of Benjamin Franklin. 

The general left Philadelphia on the 19th and 
reached at New York on the 20th. When the steam 
boat in which he was arrived off the battery, a sa- 
lute was fired by a corps of artillery stationed there; 
and on landing, he was escorted by the “Governor's 
Guards” to the City Hall. Previous to his arrival, 
the common council had met and acting in the name 
of the citizens of New-York, voted to him the free- 
dom of the eity, in a gold box, with suitable inscrip. 
tions, passed a resolution requesting his portrait, 
and appointed a committe: of their own body to re- 
ceive him and wait upon him during his stay. A 
very respectable committee of the citizens had also 
invited him to partake ofa public dinner, which the 
warrior frankly accepted of; and major gen. Morton, 
ina very handsome general order, directed the di- 
vision of artillery to hold itself in readiness to honor 
him by, such services as might be required, &c. 

He dined with the mayor on the day of his arrival, 
and attended the theatre that evening. It was 
crowded to excess, and he was received with shouts 
of applause that for a considerable time suspended 
the performance. 

The next day he partook of the public dinner 
prepared at Tammany Hall,which was tastefully de- 
coratedfor the occasion. ‘The mayor presided, sup- 
ported by several most respectable vice presidents. 
The company consisted of nearly four hundred per- 
sons, The toasts were all exceedingly good; we se- 
lect the following as specially belonging to the occe- 
sion. 

Andrew Jackson—The saviour of the south: while 
the Mississippi bears her tribute to the occan, his 
name and his deeds want no other remembrancet. 

The Spartan band of modern story—The volun} 
teers of Kentucky and Tennessee on the ramparts 
of New Orleans. 

The other toasts were, the president—the vice 
president—the constituted authorities of the United 
States—the United States—Washington—Franklin; 
agriculture—commerce—domestic manufactures— 
—the sovereign people—new states—the army— 
the navy—the militia—John Adams—Thomas Jef- 
ferson—James Madison, &c. with appropriate com- 
pliments or appendages. The general’s volunteer 
was, the governor of the state—De Witt Clinton 

On the 22d, there was a very splendid ball and 
supper in honor of Wasington’s birth day, but the 
opportunity was also embraced to honor the gene- 


— 





*The memory of Mashingion was one of the re 
gular toasts. It would be well generally, to associate 
the names of these ilhistrious dead together. The 
nature of their services to their country and to man- 
kind, was different, yet each gave equal lustre te 
the American character, and will long fe cherished 
iu the hearts of the good and enlightened of evety 
land, 
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ral. Every thing was in great stile—700 persons 
were present. We have a long description of the 
ornaments of the rooms, &c. When the general en- 
tered he was saluted by a discharge of artillery 
from a miniature fort raised onthe orchestra. The 
supper room (says the account) was thrown open at 
12 o’clock, and so numerous was the company that 
there was scarce room forthe ladies. Overthe head 
of this elegant table was a transparency with this 
motto, ‘In the midst of festivity, forget not the services 
und sacrifices of those who have enabled you to enjoy it 


14th October 1780. ° 
8th of January, 1815.” 


This was surmounted by a bust of Washington, 
crowned with laurel. From the joy and hilarity that 
prevailed, we calculated on a complete exhaustion 
of animal spirits in order to account for a certain 
flagging that appeared after supper; but to our sur- 
prise, there was suddenly displayed from the new 
orchestra, with the swiftness of a telegraph or signal, 
a flag, on which there was the vivifying motto, 
“Dont GIVE uP THE snip!” The effect was elec- 
trical—the band struck up “?Vashington’s march” 
and the ball seemed but beginning! ! | 

The diffusion of light upon an assemblage the most 
brilliant we ever beheld; the taste with which the 
room was decorated with nearly two hundred flags, 
including those of almost all the nations in the world, 
combined with the military glitter of about two hun- 
dred gentlemen in full uniform, interspersed in the 
dance with the female beauty and elegance of the 
city,produced an effect of the most pleasing nature.” 

Whenever the general went into the streets, it 
wsdfficult to fiid a passave through them, so 
great was the desire of the people to see him. 

The following was the address of the mayor of 
New-York, on carrying into effect the resolutions of 
the city council: 

February 23, 1819. 

M4son-GENERAL Jackson—No task could be more 
gratifying to me than that which | am now to per- 
form. fam to congratulate you in behalf of the 
common council, and of our fellow-citizens, on your 
arrival among us. 

We are happy to avail ourselves of the first op- 
portunity of testifying, by every mark of respect, 
the feelings your high military services have in- 
spired, 

While the whole country was agitated by the 
threatened invasion of a powerful foe, we could not 
but learn with anxiety that he had directed a large 
armament to a point where, it was known, he could 
only be met by an inferior force, chiefly composed 
of our undisciplined and inexperienced country- 
men. We knew that Britain, at the end of a con. 
test which had convulsed Europe for twenty years, 
had designed her veteran and victorious troops to 
make war upon us; but the sons of our soil, ani- 
mated by your spirit and conducted by your wis. 
dom, drove the invaders from our shores, and 
achieved a victory, which, whilst it raised the cha- 
racter of our country to an elevation that attract- 
ed the admiration of the rest of the world, left to 
every American a debt of gratitude to you, and to 
our brave brethren who fought with you, which 
never can be cancelled. 

With these sentiments, allow me to present to 
you this certificate of your being admitted a tree- 
man of this city, and to thank you for your com- 
Pliance with the resolution of the common coun- 
cH, requesting your portrait. 





Permit me also to assure you, tat we shall feel 
great pride in being able to claim you as our fel- 
low-citizen, and in placing the portrait of one who 
h:s deserved so well of his country in our gallery, 
alrealy occupied by the resem slances of many who 
hve similar, though no one superior, claims to our 
gritefil acknowledgments. 

Ts which gen. Jackson made the fo'lawing rep’y: 

Srr—The distinguished hofior which the com- 
mon council of the city of New-York has conferred 
by my adm'-sion asa freeman of their city, Isto mea 
source of the highest gratiScation, and will’ever 
be recollected with feelings of the w rmest sensi- 
bility. To be associate? wih those who have been 
distinguished for their patriotism end zealos at- 
techment to the republican principles of our go- 
vernmet, is-the most exalted station of an Ame- 
rican citizen. The apnorebation vou have been 
pleased to express of my humble eff rsinthe field, 
command my grateful acknowledgments, for thore 
sentiments am I indebted to he bravery of the 
troops I had the honor to co™ mand. 

W at I have done was for my country; had I 
erred in the discharge of my official duty, that 
error would have originated in the warmth of my 
devotion to her interest, and a misapnlication of 
the means best calculated to promote her happi- 
ness and prosperity. But to find that my conduct 
bh shee sanctioned by my government and approv- 

dbymy fellow -citizens,i- 2 source *fhapriness une{ 
qialled in the occurrences of my life; for the prowd- 
est bonor which ean grace the soldier, and the 
richest reward which he can receive, for the fa- 
tigues, perils and privations of his profession, is 
the approbation of.a grateful country. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 


ae 
— 


He was also handsomely addressed by the cor, 
poration, to whoin hée@mde an appropriate reply. 
The following is an account of the proceedings of 
the Tammany Societyja‘powerful body of republi- 
cans in New-York. * 

Tummany Society, or Columbian order, 
New-York, February 15, 1819. 

Srr—In addition to the honor—we feel the live- 
liest pleasure in transmitting to you the unas imous 
sentiments of our nationa! institution; they are such 
as we anticipated from the whole American nation 
—and which are fully demonstrated by their voice 
in the great council of the anion. 

The date of our resolutions, sir, will show you 
the early interest we took, in puhiicly expressiny 
our undivided determination to defend your Honor, 
vour disinterested PATRIOTISM, YOUT GALLANTRY and 
pects1on, in the srduous corflicts you so happily, 
and so gloriously, succeeded in. The very extra. 
ordinary and brilliant events which occurred in 
terminating the late glorious war with Great Bri- 
tain, have stampt, with imperishable eclat, the 
American name; especially, the transcendant scene 
which closed the last act, of inflated British pride 
and folly at New-Orleans. To yon, sir, under the 
Divine auspices, and the amor patria of our brave, 
our virtuous, western brethren, our country is in- 
debted for the result of that most unprecedented 
day. 

Columbia’s voice, in peals of iron thunder, pro- 
claimed the dread fiat of that eventful morn! Terra 
was drenched with human gore! The perturbed 
elements were hushed! Mars and Bellona retired 
from the ensanguined field! and god-like peace re- 
sumed her gentle reign! But bow transitory are 
the fleeting views and hopes of credulous man!— 
the furies are again unchained, personated by the 
























































ae 


‘ 
_ RO NOE = RS IRR ARR ORC Nein. BRR 


on ee te —~ 
eee “ee 


* eh ON eng ane 


1 ROK > TAS 


sum). aks 


aie! St 


et ial 
ememamey tr 


ee ite te 
mantener See gag, ti 


co 


ions * 


ee 








ee 


en 
egy 


“ 





22 PGE 


as 


— 


——— 


Py aie 


i ee 


——— _ 





FE NS SRE TTS UR ee ee 


ee 






ee aa . 


SO 


—_ 


NILES’? REGISTER--MARCH 6, 





1819 HONORS TO JACKSON. 





os 





Spaniar, Britain, Indian! congenial tmo! with unre- 
lenting malice planned and matured in Pluto’s con- 
clave, they again rush forth to reap the fruits of 
infamy in desolation and in blood! The arsenal of 
heaven still preserved an avenging sword to punish 
their ong cultivated perfidy. The genius of our 
country placed it in your efficient hand—the in 
sulted honor of our aspiring glory, so long suffered 
with impunity, by an imbecile, treacherous nation, 
and the panders of a venal court, together with the 
less criminal, ignorant aborigines—sons »f nature 
~-was promptly avenged—j:stice, honor, humani- 
ty, marched in your train to the fields of glory. 

The Semin: le war, with «'] its thorns, has entwin- 
ed a laurel round your brow, imperishable as time. 
We approbg'e your noble deeds, and greet you hero. 
Scourge of British insolence, Spanish perfidy, and Indi- 
on cruelty; these, sir, are the sentiments of the sons 
of liberty in New York, who compose the national 
IMstitution of Tammany Saciety, or Cclumbian Or- 
der, (No. 1, of the United States)—Here, sir, we 
guard the patriot flame—‘“‘preserved /y co" cord,” its 
effulgence, in a blaze of glory, shall surround «nd 
accompary you to the temple of interminable fume 
and honor. The hearts of your countrymen, swoln 
with indignation at the malignan’ blasts of perse- 
cuting envy, expanded to explosion; and, in one 
spontaneous effusion, willed the enclosed preamble 
and resolutions. 

I have the honor, sir, in behalf of the Tammany 
Society, or Columbian Order, (and the committee 
whose names are underwritten) to subscribe my 
self your friend and fellow patrict. 

WM. MOONEY, G. S. and 
Chairman of the committee. 
PREAMBLE AND R¥SOLUTIONS. 
Civil Liberty, the- Glory of Man. 
TAMMANY (VOCIETY. 

Whereas, in a government @f be people, a free 
expression of opinion, of all subjects relative to 
national concerns, to théddignity, the rights and 
character of the country, i8 one of the most valua- 
ble and important attributes of freemen, and should 
always be temperately and firmly exercised when 
suitable occasions present themselves;and whereas 
Tammeny Society, or Columbian Ore», the oldest 
body associated for the benefit of liberty and per- 
petuity of our glorious constitution, has ever been 
foremost in support of our liberties, and of those 
citizens whose services have deserved well of their 
country; and whereas the intrepid and patriotic 
career of major gen. Andrew Jackson, as evinced 
in the g'orious battle of New-Qrleans, and the suc- 
cessful battles against the Seminole Indians, has 
reflected the highest honor, credit and glory, on 
the arms of the United States; and viewing with 
indignation the attempt made by secret enemies, 
and pretended iriends, to injure the reputation of 
that gallant officer, who has not only deserved well 
of his country, but merits the gratitude of poste- 
rity: 

Therefore, resolved, by Tammany Society, or Co- 
lumbian Order, of the city and county of New York, 
Ti.at the conduct of general Jackson, as manifested 
in carrying into execution the origine] sentence of 
a court martial against Arbuthnot and Ambrister, 
two desperate adventurers, who had let loose the 
Indians on our settlements, and furnished them 
with arms, to murder our infants, women and 
children, was justified by the law of nations, and 
the laws of war, and the immutable princi- 
ples of retaliation and self-defence; and we highiy 
approve of the manly spirit of the American gene- 





prits against hu:nanity «nd the rights of ‘is coun. 
try, and taught foreign emissaries that the United 
States was not to be outraged by spies, traitors and 
lawless adventurers. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this society, 
major-general Andrew Jackson has acquired a last- 
ing claim to the gratitude and renembrance of 
his country, which is ever prepared to reward him 
who does his duty faithfully. 

Done in society, as witness our hands, ard the 
corporate seal of the institution. 

WM VOONEY, Grand Sachem. 
Season of snows—vear of discovery 327. 
of independence 43—the institution 30, 
New-York, 18th January, 1819" 
JAMES S. MARTIN, Sagamore. 
Joon Waite, Secretary. 


Philadelphia, February 18, 1819. 

Strn—I avail myself of the earliest opportunity of 
acknowledging the receipt of, and tiiankivg you 
for, your polite commur ication of the 15'h instant, 
enclosing a copy of the resolu'ions of Tammany 
Society, or Columbian Order. 

At a time when the public mind was agitated oR 
the subject of the Seininole campaign, and susperd- 
ed between censure and upprobutiox, your distinguish. 
ed body expressed its entire approbation of my con- 
duct. Asa testimony of my gratitude for the ho- 
nor and attention I have received, perniut me to 
present to the Tammany Society, or Columbian Or- 
der, my sincere acknowledgments. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient serv’t, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
Wm. Mooney, Grand Sachem, 

Fammany Society, or Columbian Order. 

But we cannot detail all the interesting things 
that occurred—leaving New-York, he was escorted 
by the 3d regi nent of artiliery ‘o Staten Isiand,and, 
with many distinguished characiers, partook of 
some refreshment with the vice-president of the 
United States. 

The geners} returned to Baltimore in the steam- 
boat, at about 4 o’clock, on Saturday morning, the 
27'h ultimo. His approach was annou: ced by dis- 
charges of artillery, from a detachment of captaim 
Wilson’s Independent Biues, stationed on Federal 
Hill. On landing, be was received by captain Bar- 
rett’s fine company of Regular Blues, and very 
handsomely escorted to his quarters at William- 
son’s hotel. During the day, he was waited upon 
by great numbers of our most respecta'le citizens, 
who were received by him with great affabili'y and 
frankness—at one o’clock, the members of the city 
council and the officers of the corporation, with the 
mayor at their head, visited him, and presented te 
him the following address: 

To major general Jackson. 

Sta—The mayor and city council of Baltimore, 
on behalf of their fellow-citizens and themselves, 
seize with alacrity and pleasure the occasion of 
your presence among them, to welcome your ar- 
rival in this city, and to join their testimony with 
that of the united voice of the American people, in 
commend .tion of your distinguished talents, and 
in grateful acknowledgment of the sigval ser- 
vices you have rendered your country. The bright- 
est ornaments of a nation are the virtues and abi- 
lities of its statesmen, its warriors and its patriots; 
and the riehest inheritance which can be transmit- 
ted to posterity, is their memory and their exam- 
ple. It becomes, therefore, an enlightened nation 


ral, who promptly punished the offenders and cul- | to cherish, witha lively warmth, the worth and re- 


ea. STEEN STF 














Vs 
t. 


of 


1€ 





aa asalna abstr anaeetip ah fabemmecannnciytaapa tember ee eRe) amit ah Ms 
’ e . : i MAL, a 


NILES’ REGISTER—MARCHTI 6, 








1819 HONORS TO JACKSON. 31 
= - —. 





= a 





putation of i's heroes and benefactors; and the best 
reward which it can besiow on them, is a just ap- 
pr-ciation of their merits. Happily, this return, 
wich a is so casy to make, nay, which it is so dif 
ficult to withhoid, is the most welcome to elevated 
minds, and is most dearly prized by those whose 
greai deserts render all recompense inadequ»te. 

The brevity suitable to this address do+s not af- 
ford ooportunity for enumerating the unquestion«- 
ble claims which entitle you to the exalied station 
of ranking with America’s first and proudest wor- 
thies; nor for Cescribing how’richly lave been 
ea ned these plaudits, which are so f eely and so 
universally tendered in your behalf. The gratifica- 
tion of recounting your military exploits must be 
restraine’?, and this corpor«tion must content itself 
wit! the expression of, what all the world must 
acknowledge, that where valor and patriotisin invil- 
ed, you pursued that path; that defeat and dismay 
tofthe enemies of your country followed your m reh 
—and victory and glory crowned your wiumphant 
career. 

History will weave your name with the events of 
the day, and » fame as eternal as your deeds, wall 
accompany you along the current of ime into the 
most distant ages. 

Accep', sir, this feeble tribute to the meriis of a 
comman‘er and of a patriot, who hus been more so 
licitous ‘o deserve than to obtain applause, and 
shouid the r: pose of voir country relieve you fiom 
the clanger of arms, and the hollow drum of war, 
may ‘he biessings of heaven circle around you, and 
may you enjoy in private life that happiness to 
which your public services so eminenily entiile you. 

EDW’D JOHNSON, 
Mayor of the ciiy of Batumore. 
To whic gen. Jackson made the following reply: — 

Sin—Allow me to tender my gra eful acknow- 
Jedgments for the very flattering address which 1 
have this day received from you, on behalf of your- 
self and the city coune:! of Balimore. The happi- 
ness which I derive from -his disunguished honor, 
is heightened by the recollection that it is offered 
by a pertion of my fellow citizens who gloriously 
p4rticipated in the perils and pr:vations of our late 
coniest with a powerful nation—who, with the spi 
rit of freemen, met the foe at their chresholds, and, 
with valor equal to their patriotism, drove him 
from their shores, and saved a great and flourishing 
city from his incendiary grasp. Llong will cherish 
the grateful recollection of my hospitable reception 
in Baltimore—and may its weaith and prosperity 
ever be commensurate with the virtues of its popu- 
lation. 


I beg you to accept for yourself, and to present | 


to th. gentlemen of the council, my grateful thanks, 
and the assurance of my prof undest respect ani 
consideration, ANDREW JACKSON, 





When the city council had voted the preceding 
address to him, they passed a resolution, unani- 
mously, to request himto sit to Mr Peale for his 
portrait, to be placed in the council chamber among 
the portraits of other distinguished characters, to 
which the general assented, and bis porirait has 
been painted accordingly. 

in the course of this day, the general paid a visit 
to captain George Stiles, late mayor of our city, 
languishing on the bed of sickness, after having 


suffered exceedingly, almost without the hope of 


recovery. The interview was remarkably affect- 
ing, the character and services of capt. Sriles 
being well known to the general. The foriver, in- 
fluenced by avariety of reflections rushing sud. 


on beholding 


denly unon his mind, burs: into a flood of tears, 
fr the fir t time, the saviour of 
Orlea +, and the hardy veteran was not much 
less uffected—he also shed tears, on seeing the 
condition of the man to whom, more than to any 
other, Baltimore stoo:! indebted for her preserva- 
tion. 

In the evening, the general visited Mr. Gry’s 
splendid exhibition of landscape paintings—the 
rsom being brilliantly illuminated for his reception, 
and graced with the presence of many ladi-s and 
gentlemen. As he entered, a full band of music 
greeted bim with “see the conquering hero comes.” 
O. Sunday morning, he attended divine worship 
at ihe 1 deperdest ehurch, having been invited to 
a'tend there That elegont and capacions edifize 
was completely filled with people, and hundreds 
co.ld not get admittance. 

On Monday, he attended a presentation of colors 
by Mivs Eliza W O’Donrel,* to that fine company 
of inf.nctrv, the Coluinbian Volunteers, commanded 
by E_ L Finley, esq. He then visited Fort At Henry, 
vhore he was received with the honors cue to his 
rank. A: 12 .?%clock, he beran a review ot the 3d 
atd 14th brigades of Mar. land militia, drawn up 
im line in Mark -t-street, under the command of 
generals § ereit and Heath. Tough the weather 
was inclement the brigases were very full, and the 
street and houses, up to the chiraney tops, were All- 
ed with people. Having received the salute in line, 
the brigades were formed and the marching honors 
paid to him. On the dismissal of the tr ops, he 
was wei.ed on by gen. Heath, at the head of the 
officers of his brigade, and presented with a very 
handsome ard patrivtic address, which we have 
inserted below. At 5 o’clock, he sat down to 
the public dinner prepared for vim by Mr. William- 
son, wider the superintendance of a committee of 
gentlemen, at the Assembly Room. ‘The mayor of 
the city, Edward Joiinson, esq presided, supvorted 
Samuel Sterrett, Lomuel Taylor, anc John S. Smith, 
esquires, as vice-presidents—more than 260 of our 
most respecta)le citizens were present, to partake 
of a luxurious feast of good things. At the back 
of the general, was a transparency inscribed with 
the names of the places at which he had chiefly 
distinguished himself, the whole surmounted with 
a wreath of evergreens. Afier the removal cf the 
cloth, the following toss!s were drank, several of 
them accompanied with nine hearty cheers, and all 
with fine music, from a strong band stationed in 
the orchestra 

Ist. The people of ihe U/nited Siates—Mav liberty 
dwell with them, anc happiness be their perpetual 
possession, 





*Capt. Finley, in an elegant return of thanks to 
the young lady, for the honor conferred on the corps, 
said—In the shock of battle this flag will be to us 
the rallying point of duty, the harbinger of victery 
—and whiist it floats in triumph over our heads, 
scattering from every unculation the defiance cf 
freemen, we shall think of the fair lady who entrust- 
ed it to our charge, and the hero of Orleans who ho- 
nored it by his presence. Jackson will be our bat- 
tle cry—Beauty will be our rallying word. Though 
our flag may not always float in victory, it shall al- 
ways float defiance to our country’s foes; with our 
lives alone will we relinquish it—and before this 
standard shall be polluted by the hands of an invad- 
ing toe¢,— 

“The flag shall be our winding sheet, 
«And every turf beneath our feet 








“Shall be a soldier’s sepulchre.” 
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growing family, _ 
3d. The president of the Uniisd States. 


4th, The memory vf Washingion—Imperishable as 


the everlasting hills of his native country. 

5th. General Jackson—Who, like the Carthagenian 
warrior, passed the prohibited bounds of an enemy 
to close with him at home—and like Hannibal victo- 
rious in the field, destined to be assailed in the se- 
nate, 

6th, The victory of New Orleans—-A deathless tri- 
sumph to our country, immortal fame to our guest. 

7th, Tenneseee—Ennobled by the valor and patri- 
otism ofher sons, 

8th. The army and navy of the United States—Ex- 
isting for the defence of ‘he country—May they 
never know a different object, nor fail in this, 

Oth, The retired patriots of the nation—May they 
still be present to our affection, and have a long in- 
heritance in the gratitude of their country. 

10th. The state of Maryiand—Upnight politics in 
ler assemblies, American interests in her officers, 
social peace among her citizens and universal pros- 
perity. 

1ith. The memory of our fellow citizens who fell 
in defence of Baltimore on the 12th and 13th Sep- 
tember, 1814. | 

12th, Our sister states, united by affection as by in- 
terest——May they go hand in hand in the progress to 
greatness and happiness, while the world tollows, 
and humanity rejoices. 

13th, Innacence—May it be«cleared—.Verit, may 
jt be illustrated, and envy and accusation serve no 
other purposes. 

14th, Flerida—The new abutment to the political 
arch which springs from Mexico to Nova Scotia— 
May affection cement, and virtue cover it forever, 
from the dilapidations of time and faction. 

15th, Commerce and Science—which open their 
stores to each other, enlightening and replenishing 
the globe, rejoining divided nations, and associating 
all mankind, 

16th, The liberty of the press—He values it most, 
who is mast ready to punish its licentiousness. 

17th. The governments at peace, and the people in 
amity with w—May the fears of the one and the 
good will of the other, preserve the peace and 
strengthen the friendship forever, 

18th, The American fair—May no folly tarnish, no 
vice destroy the charms, which, anunated by sense 
and virtue, are irresistible. 

19th, The friends of freedom in every clime—May 
the sentiments that warm their hearts, strengthen 
their arms against tyranny and oppression. 

20th. Agriculture and the mechanic arts; fellow la- 
borers sustaining and accommadating life—May the 
strong hands that exercise them, defend their fruits 
frora royalty and tithing, 

After the 5th toast was pronounced, gen, Jackson 
pose and said— 

«What Thaye done sir, wasformy country. Con- 
scious that the first object of my heart has ever been 
to advance our prosperity and happiness, to receive 
the approbation of my fellow citizensis to me a source 
of the highest gratification—it is the praudest re- 
ward of a soklier. Not only my public acts, but my 
private character, have been assailed. I have been 
charged with personal, mercenary views, in occu- 
pying Florida, I scorn to answer so degrading an 
accusation; it is as base as it is absurd, and could 
only orginatein bosoms destitute of every manly 
virtue. JY haye no fear but my country will do me 


2d, The government of the wrion—Imparting vigor 
and receiving strength from every portion of the 


“I now, sir, beg leave to give you— 

The 12th and 13th September, 1814—The days on 
which freemen defeated the conquerors of Europe, 
and under the proud waving of “the star spangled 
banner” saved Baltimore from incendiary pollution.” 
_ The general left the party at abont 8 o’clock, 
being determined to reach Washington city before 
that hour next day—amidst the plauclits of every 
one present. 

A great number of volunteer toasts, and some of 
them very rood ones, were drank, but we cannot 
find room for them. 


Addvess of the officers of the 14'h brigade, Maryland 
militia, to general J :ckson. 

SIR—The officers of the 14th brigade wait up- 
on you for the purpose of paying their respects in 
person, and of assuring you of the consideration 
tin which they hold your services to your country. 
} = Citizen soldiers ourselves, and fondly attached to 
the institutions of our republic, we receive, with 
pleasure, every fresh proof of the excellence of 
those institutions. How long has it been said in 
the old world, that war is ascience which requires 
a training from infancy; that dt must be taught in 
standing armies, which all history teaches free- 
men to regard with jealous suspicion. Uncer 
your guidance we have seen soldiers springing 
from the walks o* peace and retirement, and bear. 
ing all the hardships and privations of war. We 
did not wonder at their bravery, for we knew they 
were brave. But weapplanded the firmness with 
which they bore hunger, fatigue, and suffering; 
and admired the cheerfutness with which they sub. 
sisted on a few hancfuls of indian corn, and pur- 
su‘d their march through a trackless wilderness. 
We beheld citizen soldiers summoned by the 
‘trumpet of war from the bosoms of their families, 
and the quiet pursuits of civil life, meeting and 
va-quis!ing the veteran legions of Europe. And 
we have seen those combinations of modern war- 
fare, which makes success to depend on evolutions 
and movement of masses of men, and against which 
the enemies of republicanism vainly believe that 
individual nerve, and the courage of freemen are 
unavailing. ‘These we have seen defeated, broken 
up, and put to shame. 

We o not say these things merely to compliment 
and flatter. Virtue, as it is justly observed, being 
the moving principle and soul of republics, the 
applause of their fellow citizens is the only reward 
which republicans can receive for their deeds, 
Wifile Greece was free, the exploits of her leaders 
were celebrated at her public games; and the Ro- 
mans, in their days of freedom, instituted the ho- 
nors of the triumph for those who performed glo- 
rious actions. Ou. country, purely republican wm 
its institutions, dispenses no rewards for public 
services, save only its favor and »pprobation. And 
so long as those clothed with the nation’s authority, 
consider the nation’s approbation as their best re- 
ward, and continue sensitive to the praise or blame 
of public opinion, so l.ng may we be assured that 
the republic will stand firm and unchanged. 

We nope we shall be indulged for a moment in 
no.ucing a particular feeling which exists among us. 
Wien the vanguard of that army, let loose upon us, 
arvived upon our shores in 1814, our city, the home 
of our fathers, our wives and our children, appear- 
ed specially marked for destruction. Had the foe 


succeeded in lis pians, there is too much reason to 
believe that the edifices now around you, would 
have been levelied with the dust, and the popula- 
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would have been seattered abroad. Happily, it was 
ordered otherwise. That sun, whose morning beams 
shewe us the enemy landing his battalions, had 
scarcely passed the meri‘ian, ere it saw the body 
of their daring commander borne back, lifeless, to 
his ships. We were preserved, and the tide of war 
rolled away from us; but we had too close a view 
of hostile invasion, not to follow its direciion with 
keen solicitude—and when, with vastly increased 

ower, it broke on the shores of the Mississippi, we 
felt for the people invaded as for ourselves—we 
feared as they feared for those who were dear to 
them—we trusted as they trus'ed, in the righteous 
cause which protected them. And, when the ti!- 
ings of their deliverance came, and bursts of srene- 
ral gratulation arose—it is needless, sir, to say with 
whose name they were mingied. Tie feelings of tri- 
umph, sh, we have pride in preserving. Though 
we erect no columns of stone, nor arches of tri 
umpbh, we trust that the recollections of glory, in 
th bosoms of freemen, will be «ore durable t!an 
jnscriptions on marble «r be-xss. 

We wish you, sir, health, banpiness, and a long 
course of usefulness to your country. 

To which the general replied: 

Baltimore, 1st March, 1819. 

Sirn—The honor conferred by your personal at- 
tention and the approbatory sentiments you have 
expressed of my service, will ever be remembered 
with feelings of gratitude and sensibility. The 
troops which I have reviewed this day, drawn from 
the civil pursuits of life, their military ardor and, 
patriotism for which your city is so highly distin- 
guished, affords me the pleasing reflection, that 
the defence of our country, confided to those who 
enjoy its liberties, insures us security against the 
invasion of any foe. 

This opinion finds its proof in the eafety of your 
city, preserved by the gallant defence of your mid- 
tia; no men repaired to the field of combat with 
more alacrity—none ever retired from it with more 
clory. 

; Aabept: sir, for yourself and the officers of your 
brigade, assurances of my highest regard and consi- 
deration. ANDREW JACKSON, 

Brigadier general Heath. 

We shall close this long account of the honors 
conferred on general Juckson, in his short tour, by 
observing—that he was every where received with 
enthusiasm as a gallant soldier, and admired by 
all who had personal intercourse with him, for the 
Suavity of his manners, and the intelligence of his 
remarks. His suite, also, is composed of soldiers | 
and gentlemen—frank snd easy, but unassuming 
and unobtrusive. ‘They made many friends in Bal- 
timore during their short stay in this city. 


CONGRESS. 

(cpPeculiar circumstances rendered it inconve- 
nient, if not,impracticable, for us to issue a supple- 
ment this week, to get up the details of the proceed- 
ings of congress, as we had intended; we shall there- 
fore briefly notice the chief things transacted since 
our last, hoping next week to square up our account. 

A message from the president was received on 
Saturday recommending that arrangements should 
be made for the occupation of Florida, on an expect- 
ed ratification of the treaty lately concluded with 











Spain. <A bill on this subject was reported, &c. 


On Monday, Mr. Spencer su>imitted the following 
otion: 


| 


Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
requested to transmit to congress, at an carly period 
in its next session, a general statement of the con 
dition of the bank of the United States and its offi- 
ces, similar to the returns made to him by the bank; 
and a statement exhibiting, as nearly as may be prac- 
ticable, the amount of capital invested m the different 
chartered banks in the several states: and in the dis- 
trict of Columbia, the amount of notes issued by those 
banks in circulation, the public and private depo- 
sites inthem, the amount of discounts and loans made 
by them and remaining unpaid, and the total quan- 
tity of specie they possess. And that he be request- 
ed, also, to report such measures as in his opinion 
may be expedient to procure and retain a sufficient 
quantity of gold and silver coin in the United States, 
or to supply a circulating medium in place of spe- 
cie, adapted to the exigency of the country, and 
within the power of the government. 

The house this day, after a debate, ordered the 
bill for the occupation of Florida to a third reading, 
and read it the third time and passed it. It has be- 
come a law. 

A bill in addition to the acts prohibiting the slave 
trade. was ordered to a third reading—and has be- 
come a law. 

The senate having struck out of the bill for the 
formation of a state government in the territory of 
Missouri, the prohibitorv clause respecting the ad- 
mission of slaves, the house on T'vesday, refused 78 
to 76, to concur therein, and the bill was returned to 
the senate—the senate insisted on its amendment and 
the bill was, of course, lst. 

A bill providing for the civilization of the Indian 
tribes, passed the house. 

The important bill respecting the public lands 
passed by the senate, accidentally interrupted, did 
not pass the house. 

The bill to amend the act incorporating the bank 
of the United States [regulating the votes by proxy, 
&c.] has become a law. . 

These appear to be the most interesting things 
which have reached us—the details, as before ob- 
served, shall be published next week. 





SEMINOLE WAR. 
IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
February 24th, 1819. 

Mr. Lacock, from the committee appointed in pur- 
suance of the resolution of the senate, of the LSth 
of December last, “That the message of the pre- 
sident, and documents, relative to the Seminole 
war, be referred toa select committee, who shall 
have authority, if necessarv, to send for persons 
and papers: that said committee inquire relative 
tothe advance of the United States’ troops into 
West Florida; whether the officers in command 
at Pensacola and St Marks, were amenable to, 
and under the control of Spain; and particularly, 
what circumstances existed, to authorise or justi- 
fy the commanding general in taking possession 
of those posts.” 

REPORTED: TYhatthey have, underthe authori- 
ty conferred on them, called for and examined per- 
sons and papers. The testimony obtained is here- 
with submitted. The committee, after the most 
mature and dispassionate examination of the cub. 
ject, offer for the consideration of the senate, the 
following narative of facts, and the opinions and de. 
ductions clearly arising from, and growing ont of 
the facts thus presented. On the origin of the Iioc 
tilities between the United States and the Seminole 
Tndians, the committee ask leave to remarl that 


‘the different savage tribes living within and on the 
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borders of the Floridas, denominated Seminole In- 
dians, were principally fugitives from the northern 
tribes, resi ent within the limits of the United 
States. After the treaty of 1814, with the Creek 
Indians, a considerable addition was made to the 
number of those fugitives, as the Indians who were 
dissatisfied with the provisions of that treaty, took 
refuge inthe Floridas, cherishing, there can be lit- 
tle doubt, feelings of hostility to the United States. 
These feelings seem to have been strengthened by 
the influence of foreign emissarics who had taken 
up their residence among them, among whom, as the 
most conspicuous, were Alexander Arbuthnot and 
Robert C. Ambrister. In this state of things it ap- 
pears that the executive department of the govern- 
ment deemed it necessary for the security of the 
frontier to establish a line of forts near the southern 
boundary of the United States, and to occupy those 
fortifications with portions of the regular forces, and 
by these means peace was maintained with the In- 
dians until the spring and summer of 1817, when 
the regular forces were withdrawn from the posts on 
the Georgia frontier, and concentrated at Fort 
Montgomery, on the Alabama river, a considerable 
distance west of the Georgia line. But it seems 
that about this time a border warfare was commenc- 
ed betweenthe Seminole Indians and the frontier 
inhabitants of Georgia. It is difficult to determine 
with certainty who commenced those hostilities, or 
on whom the greatest injuries were inflicted; gene- 
ral Gaines however, demanded a surrender of the 
Indians who had committed outrages on the frontier 
of Georgia. With thisdemand they refused to com- 
ply, alledging that the first and greatest aggressions 
had been made by the white men. Inconsequence 
of this refusal, gen. Gaines was authorised by the 
secretary of war, athis discretion, to remove the 
Indians, still remaining on the lands ceded to the 
United States by the treaty made with the Creeks, 
in 1814; in so doing he istold that it might be pro- 
per to retain some of them as hostages, until repa- 
ration was made for the depredations committed by 
the Indians. In pursuance of this discretionary au- 
thority, general Gaines ordered a detachment of 
near SU0 men, under the command of major Twiggs, 
to surround and take an Indian village, called Fowl 
Town, about 14 milesfrom Fort Scott, and near the 
Florida line. This detachment arrived at Fowl 
Townin the night, and the Indians taking the alarm 
and flying to an adjacent swamp, were fired on by 
the detachment, and one man and one woman kil- 
led. Two Indians were made prisoners; the de- 
tachment returned to Fort Scott. A day or two af- 
terwards, as stated by captain M«dntosh, who was of 
the party, about the same number of troops, paid a 
second visit to the same village, (as he states) for 
the purpose of obtainiag property. While loading 
their waggons with corn, and collecting horses and 
cattle, they were fired upon by the Indians, and a 
skirmish ensued, in which a small loss was sustained 
on both sides. It is stated by captain Young, the 
topographical engineer, that this town contained 
about 45 Indian warriors, besides women and chil- 
dren. 

A few daysafter the affair of Fowl Town, lhieut. 
S. ott, with a detachment of ferty men, 7 women and 
some children ascending the Appalachicola with 
clothing and supplies for the garrison at Fort Scott, 
when within a few miles of tiat place, was attacked 
by a party of Indians, himself and his whole party 
fell victims to their fury, except six men, who made 
their escape, and one woman made prisoner. 

From this timethe war became more serious, the 
Indians in considerable numbers were embodied, 


and an open attack was made on Fort Scott. Gene 
ral Gaines with about 600 regular soldiers, was con” 
fined to the garrison. In this state of thing's, infor’ 
mation having been communicated tothe war de. 
partment, general Jackson was ordered to take the 
field; he was advised of the regular and mil tia force 
amounting to 1,800 men, provided for that service, 
and the estimated force by gen. Gaines, of the ene. 
my, (said to be 2,8U0 strong) and directed, if he 
sheuld consider the force provided, insufficient to 
beat the enemy, to call on the governor of the ad- 
joining states, for such portions of the militia, as he 
might think requisite. On the receipt of this order, 
gen. Jackson, instead of observing ihe orders of the 
depariment of war, by calling on the governor of 
‘Tennessee, then in Nashville, near the place of his 
residence, chose to appeal, (to use his own expres. 
sions,) to the patriotism of the west ‘Tenneseeans, 
who had served under him in the last war. 1000 
mounted gun men, and two companies of what were 
called Life guards, with the utmost alacrity volun- 
teered their services, from the states of Tennessee 
and Kentucky, and repaired to his standard. Oth. 
cers were appointed te command this corps by the 
general himself, or by other persons, acting under 
his authority. Thus organized, they were mustev- 
ed into the service ofthe United Siates. 

About the time gen. Jackson was organizing this 
detachment of volunteers in the state of Tennessee, 
or perhaps, previously thereto, general Gaines was 
likewise employed in raising forces, among the 
Creek Indians. There was this difference in the 
two cases; general Jackson raised his army in disre- 
gard of positive orders; general Gaines, without or- 
ders, took upon himself the authority of raising an 
army of atleast 1600 Creek Indians, appointing their 
officers, with a brigadier general at their head, and 
likewise mustering this force into the service of the 
United States. 

While your committee feel a pleasure in applaud- 
ing the zealand promptitude that have marked the 
military conduct of these general officers, on many 
former occasions, they would fee! themselves want- 
ing in their duty to the senate and the nation, if they 
did not express their decided disapprobation of the 
conductof the commanding generals, in the steps 
they took to raise and organize, the ferce employed 
on this occasion. There was no law in existence 
that authorized even the president of the United 
States, to raise oraccept the services of volunteers. 
The law passed for that purpose had expired in the 
year 1815. The constitution ofthe United States 
gives to congress exclusively, the power of raising 
armies, and to the president and senate, the power 
of appointing the officers to command those armics 
when raised. The constitution, likewise, gives con- 
gress power to provide for calling forth the militia 
to execute the laws of the union, to suppress insur- 
rections and to repel invasions; but reserves to the 
stutes respectively, the appointment of the officers. 
Inconformity with the last recited provision of the 
constitution, the congress ofthe United States have 
passed laws authorizing the president, when the 
eontingencies above alluded to should happen, to 
call on the governors, or any militia officers of the 
respective states, for such portions of the militia as 
he might deem requisite for the occasion: and 11 
strict observance of these laws was general Jackson 
ordered to call on the governors of the states ad- 
jacent to the seat of war, for the requisite militia 
force. 

It is with regret that the committee are compel- 
led to declare, that they conceive general Jackson 
to have disregarded the positive orders of the de- 
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artment of war, the constitution, and laws. That 
he has taken upon himself, not only the exercise 
of those powers delegated to congress as the sole 
iegislative authority of the nation, and to the presi- 
dent and senate as it relates to the appointments; 
put of the power which had been expressly reserv- 

ed to the states in the appointment of the officers 
of the militia. A power the more valuable to the 
states, because, as they had surrendered to the ge- 
neral government tme revenues and physical force 
of the nation, they could only look to the officers of 
the militia as a security against the possible abuse 
of the delegated power. The committee find the 
melancholy fact before them, that military officers, 
even at this early stage of this republic, have, with- 
out the shawdow of authority, raised an army of at 
least 2,500 men, and mustered them into the service 
of the United States. Two hundred and thirty offi- 
cers have been appointed, and their rank establish- 
ed, from an Indian brigadier zeneral, down to the 
lowest subaltern of a company. To whom were 
those officers accountable fortheir conduct? Not to 
the president of the United States, for it will be 
found that it was not considered necessary even to 
furnish him with a list of their names; and not until 
the payrolls were made out and payment demand- 
ed, were the persons known to the department of 
war. And in this place it is proper to observe, that 
general Jackson seemed to consider those officers 
of his own creation, competent to discharge all the 
functions of officers appointed by the authority of 
the general or state governments for we find five, 
of them detailed afterwards to set ona general 
court martial, on atrial of life and death. Might not, 
on the same principles, general Jackson have tried, 
condemned, and executed, any officer of the Geor- 
gia inilitia, by the sentence of a court martial com- 
posed of officers created by him, and holding their 
assumed authority by the tenor of his will? 

Your committee will dismiss this branch of the 
subject by observing that consistently with the 
character and genius of our government, no officer, 
however high or exalted his station, can be justified 
for an infraction of the constitution. It is an offence 
against the sovereignty of the nation; thissovereign- 
ty being vested inthe great body of the people. 
The constitution is the written expression of their 
will, and aboye the control ofall the public func- 
tionariescombined. And when that instrument has 
been violated, the people alone have power to 
grant the indemnity for its infraction, and all that 
can be said in favor of the officer who transcends his 
constitutional powers must be taken, not in justifi- 
cation of the act, but in mitigation of the enormity 
ofthe offence committed. With this view of the 
subject, which they conceive to be a correct one, 
the committee have in vain sought for an excuse 
for the commanding general. He hasstated in his 
letter to the secretary of war, assuming the power | 
to judge for the national legislature, that a volunteer 
force of mounted gun men, would be the least ex-| 
pensive and the most efficient. His duty was to| 
execute the orders of his superior officers, not to 
disobey them; to observe and enforce the law Ss, not} 
violate them; obedience and subordination are the 
first and highest dutiesof a soldier, and no one knew 
better the truth of, and the necessity for, observing 
this maxim, that the officer in question. For the 
truth of this observation we have his own declara- 
tion. In his letter to the secretary of war, of 20th 
January, 1818, he says «your letter, enclosing your 
general order of the 29th ultimo, has been reccived; 
ike yourself, [have no other feelings to gratify, 





than those connected with the public good, and it 


}arrived at the seat of war, and of course the 


gives me pleasure to find we coincide in those opi 
nions, calculated to produce it. Responsibility now 
rests where it should, on the Officer i issuing the order; 
and the principle acknowledged is calculated to in- 
sure that subordination so necessary to the harmoni- 
ous movement of every part of the military ma- 
chine.” 

It is to be regretted, that an officer who seemed 
to be so perfectly acquainted with what belonged 
to the duty of others, should have been so totally 
regardless of, or unconscious of his own; and while 
the committee are willing to admit, that the volun- 
teer forces called into service by general Jackson, 
were more efficient and less expense than the mili- 
tia, had he cunfined himself to the usual proportion 
of officers, this they conceive, should not be urged 
as an argument in favor of employi ing them, or plead 
in justification of the unlawful act, for if these rea- 
sons be considered conclusive, and should be acqui- 
esced in, they will be applied with encreased force, 
(fortified by this precedent) in all future wars; an 
army otf regul: us will be considered (as they really 
are) more efficient and less expensive, t than either 
the volunteers, if authorized by law, or the militia, 
anc the officer at the head of such army, (acting on 
the principles before stated, and encouraged by the 
acquiesence of the nation) may dispense with the 
militia altogether, and increase the regular army to 
any extent that folly and ambition may suggest; and 
all this, under the plea of necessity. The. commit- 
tee can scarcely imagine a possible case that may 
occur in a future war, w here the necessity wil’ be 
less strong, than in the present. This war was wage n 
when the United States were at peace with all ‘th 
world, except this miserable undisciplined banditti 
of «deluded Indians” and fugitive slaves; their whole 
strength when combined, not exceeding 1,000 mer, 
opposed to whom (previous to general Jackson’s 
taking the command) and under general Gaines, 
were a force of 1800 regulars and militia, besides 
the 1500 friendly Indians, illegally subsidized by the 
last mentioned genéral; what then in this state of th e 
case of becomes the plea of necessity? And ifitbe ac- 
mitted in this case to justify or palliate an act of mi- 
litary usurpation, the committee would anxious!y in- 
quire where it is to be disallowed or denied?’ And 
here the committee, have pledged themselves faith- 
fully to disclose facts and impartially to draw cenclu- 
sions, beg leave to remark, that the conduct of the 
commanding general, in raising this volunteer corps, 
was approbated by the war department, as wil] ap- 
pear by the letter of the secre tary, dated the 29th 
day of Jan. 1818, and it is but justice to the de PR rt- 
ment, to state, that it was not until the officers that 
had assisted in thus officering and organizing this 
corps, were examined by the committee, that they 
were apprised of the illegality of the measvre; for 
there is nothing to be for ind in general Jackson’s 
letters on this subject, to the sec ‘retary of war, of the 
12th, 13th and 20th of Febru: ry, 1918, from whicl. 
it can be fairly inferred, that he had appointed a sin- 
ele officer; indeed it would seem from a fiir inter- 
pretation of those letters, that the officers, at lecs?, 
were of the regular militia © “the states, and that the 
| only departure from his orders ty the weneral, was, 
his having called on the subordinate officers of the 
militia, instead of the governor of the state of 'Ten- 
nessee, and his Bre ference of mounted men to infan- 
try; and it will also appear from the letters aforesaix d, 
that had the department of war, disapproved of this 
condect and determined to cou fitermand the order 
of general Jackson in raising this force, ne order te 
that effect, could have reached him, before he had 
army 
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might have been disbanded in sight of the enemy, 
and the objects of the campaign thereby jeopar- 
dized and perhaps defeated. 

The committee will next take notice of the opera- 
tions of the army in the Floridas, whither they were 
authorized to pursue the enemy; and connected 
with this authority, it was enjoined on gen. Gaines, 
te whom the first order to this effect was given, that 
in case the enemy took refuge under a Spanish gar- 
rison, not to attack them there, but to report the fact 
to the secretary of war; and the observance of this 
order the committee conceive was equally obliga- 
tory on general Jackson, who succeeded to the com- 
mand; at least it must have clearly evinced the will 
of the secretarv of war on that point, and how far 
this injunction was observed, will be found by what 
followed. It appearsthat general Jackson advanced 
into Florida, witha force of 1800 men, composed of 
regulars, volunteers and thé Georgia militia, and 
afterwards, on the Ist dav of April, was joined by 
general M’Intosh and his brigade of 1500 Indians, 
who had been previously organized by gen. Gaines; 

pposed to whom it appears from the report of cap- 
tain Young, topographical engineer and other evi- 
dence, the whole forces of the fugitive Seminole In- 
dians and runaway negroes, had they all been embo- 
died could not have exceeded 900 or 1000 men, and 
at no time did half that number present themselves 
to oppose his march, of course little or no resistance 
was made. é ! 

The Mickasuky towns were first taken and des- 
troyed; the army marched upon St. Marks, a feeble 
Spanish garrison, which was surrendered “without 
firing a gun,” and then occupied as an American 
post: the Spanish commandant having first by hum- 
ble entreaties, and then by a timid protest, endea- 
vored to avert the measure. Here Alexander Ar- 
buthnot was found, taken prisoner, and put in con- 
finement, for the purpose, as it was stated by gen. 
Jackson, “of collecting evidence to establish his 
guil‘;” and here also were taken two Indian chiefs, 
one of whom pretended to possess the spirit of pro- 
phecy; they were hung without trial, and with little 
ceremony. 

This being done, and St. Marks garrisoned by Ame- 
rican troops, the army pursued their march eastward 
to Suwaney river, on which they found a large In- 
dian village, which was consumed, and the Indians 
and negroes were dispersed; after which the army 
returned to St. Marks, bringing with them Robert 
C. Ambrister, who had been taken prisoner on their 
march to Suwaney. During the halt of the army 
for a few days at St. Marks, a general court martial 
was call:d, Arbuthnot was arraigned, found guilty, 
sentenced to suffer death, and hung. 

Ambrister was tried in like manner, found guilty, 
and sentenced to whipping and confinement. Gen. 
Jackson annulled the sentence and ordered him to 
be shot; and this order was executed. 

It appears by the testimony, that the army had ar- 
rived at St. Marks, on their return from Suwaney, 
on the 25th of April, and on the 26th, gen. Jackson 
writes to the secretary of war, in the following man- 
ner: “I shall leave this in two or three days for fort 
Gadsden, and after making all necessary arrange- 
ments for the security of the positions occupied, 
and detaching a force to scour the country west of 
the Appalachicola, I shall proceed direct to Nash- 
ville; my presence in this country can be no longer 
necessary. ‘The Indian forces have been divided 
and scattered; cut off from all communications with 


those unprincipled agents of foreign nations, who 


have deluded them to their ruin, they have not the 
power, if the will remains of annoying our frontier.” 


—— 


It appears, however, by the conduct of the com: 

manding general, that he had, at this time, looked to 

different movesients, for, at the time he was writing 

this letter, as will be seen by the testimony of capt. 

Call and surgeon Bronaugh, he had despatched lieut, 

Sands to Mobile, to forward on a train of artillery to 

a given point, to be ready to be made usé of in re. 

ducing Pensacola and the fort of Barrancas, should 

that measure be thereafter thought proper; having 

made these arrangements, the army marched to fort 

Gadsden, on the Appalachicola river. There, as 

stated by general Jackson, and confirmed by the tes. 

timony of colonel Butler, information was received 

by a private letter, written from a merchant at Pen- 

sacola to Mr. Doyle, and shown to general Jackson, 

that a number of Indians had recently visited Pensa. 

cola, and were committing depredations on the Spa. 

nish inhabitants, of that place and were receiving 

aid and comfort from the garrison. On the receipt 

of this intel igence, the resolution seems to have 

been taken, to garrison that place with American 

troops; and after a march of about twenty days, hav- 

ing met his artillery, general Jackson, with about 

1200 men, the rest having been discharged, appear- 

ed before Pensacola, the capital of the province. 

The place was taken with scarce the show of resis. 

tance. The governor had escaped, and taken refuge 

in the fort of the Barrancas; to which place, distant 

ubout six miles, the army marched, and the fortress 

was invested on the 25th of May; and a demand being 

made for its surrender, and refused, the attack on the 

fortress was made by land and water, and after the 

bombardment and cannonading had been kept up for 

a part of two days, and some lives lost, the fortress was 

surrendered, the garrison made prisoners of war, and 

the officers of the government, civil and military, 

transported to the Havanna, agreeably to the terms 
of the capitulation; which terms, general Jackson, in 
his letter of 2d June, 1818, declares, «were more fa- 
vorable than a conquered enemy would have merit- 

ed.” The civil and military government of Spain 

thus annulled, general Jackson thought it necessary 

to abolish the revenue laws of Spain, and establish 
those of the United States as more favorable to the 

commerce of the United States; and for this purpose, 

captain Gadsden was appointed collector, and by 
him, under the authority of gen. Jackson, that de- 
department of the new government was organized. 

The Spanish authorities being thus put down by the 
sword, both civil and military, a new government was 
established for this newly acquired territory, the pow- 
ers of which, both civil and military were vested in 
military officers. Andgen. Jackson having declared 
in numerous communications to the department of 
war, that the Seminole war wasclosed, andthe object 
of the campaign atan end, he returned to his residence 
at Nashville, state of Tennessee. And here it would 
have given the committee sincere pleasure to have 
stated, that the history of the campaign had closed; 
but facts which it becomes now their duty to report, 
require that history to be continued. On the 7th of 
August, 1818, more than two months arter his con- 
sumation of the conquest of West and part of East 
Florida, he issued an order to general Gaines, direct- 
ing him to take possession of St. Augustine, a strong 
fortress and the capital of East Florida. A copy of 
this order is subjéined to this report, and his reasons 
for this measure are stated at large inthe order, and 
reiterated and enforced by his letter to the secretary 
of war, dated the 10th of the same month, which 
reasons, fully and beyond the possibility of doubt; 
discover the motives of the commanding general 
in all his movements against Spain. 





The tendency of these measures by the command: 
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ing general, seems to have beento involve the nation 
in a war without her consent, and for reasons of his 
own, unconnected with his military functions. 

Your committee would be unwilling to attribute 
improper motives, where those of a different cha- 
racter could be possibly inferred, more especially, 
when it is to affecta character, whose military fame 
is the pride and boast of the nation; but even such 
a character becomes more emiently dangerous, 
when he exalts himself above the majesty of the 
laws; declaresthe public will, and becomes the 
arbiter between the United States, and foreign na- 
tions. That these high and transcendent powers 
have been usurped and exercised in the present case, 
is, it appears to the committee, incontrovertibly evi- 
dent trom the facts adduced. 

The constitution declares, Articte 1, sec. 8, “con- 
gress shall have power to declare war, grant letters 
of marque and reprisal, and to make rules concermng. 
captures on land and water:” surely it was never 
designed by this provision, that a military officer, 
should first make war and leave it to congress at- 
terwards to declare it; this would involve an absur- 
dity, that it is unnecessary to expose. It is sufficient 
to say, that the executive authority of the United 
States, and much Jess a subordinate officer, has no 
power to change the pacific relations of the nation. 
The president of the United States is bound consti- 
tutionally, to preserve the peace of the country, 
until congress declares it in a state of war; he can 
only, while thus in a state of peace, use the military 
forces of the nation, in three specified cases; that 
is “to execute the laws of the union; to suppress in- 
surrection, and repel invasion’’—(see constitution, 
article 1. sec. 8; also, the act for calling forth the 
militia, passed 28th February, 1795.) It will not 
be pretended, that Spain had invaded the United 
States, or that congress had declared war against 
that nation, and of course the relations of peace did 
exist between the two countries, at the time gen. 
Jackson took possession of the Spanish posses- 
sions in the Floridas; these facts being admitted, 
and they cannot be denied, the only question to de- 
cide is, whether the military conduct of gen. Jackson 
vas not war against Spain’ and on this subject there 
canbe noroom to doubt. The capital of a Spanish 
province is taken by the sword, a fortress is invested 
and bombarded, lives are lost, and the place surren- 
dered on capitulation; the terms of which are declar- 
ed “more favorable than a conquered enemy me- 
rited;” military officers and men, as well as those in 
the civil departments of government, are transport- 
ed to the West Indies, and anew government estab- 
lished for the conquered country. If ail these acts 
of hostility, combined, do not constitute war, the 
committee confess themseives utterly at a loss for 
its definition; or, if the fact be denied, the conse- 
quence of such denial will be a proof that no war 
was made by the Seminole Indians on the United 
States, and of course, that the invasion of Florida, 


was an unauthorized act of aggression on the part of 


the United States. Byt the committee will pursue 
this subject a little farther, and examine the reasons 
offered by the oficer commanding, for taking pos- 
session of, and occupying the Spanish fortresses, 
more especially Pensacola and the Barrancas. Those 
reasons are to be found in bis numerous reports to 
the war department, and his letter to the Spanish 
officers who commanded in the different fortresses, 
and are these: That Spain had not observed her 
treaty stipulations with the United States, as it re- 
lated to the Florida Indians, and whose peaceable 
conduct she was bound to guarantee tothe U. States. 
That she had funished those Indians at war with the 


United States, with arms, ammunition ana supplies 
necessary to carry on the war. Here the comm ttce 
would observe, that they are neither the advocates, 
nor the apologists of Spain: there can be no doubt, 
but she had by the violation of her engagements, 
given the U. States sufficient cause of war; but they 
defend the constitution, by saying that general Jack- 
son had no power to declare nor make the war; that 
neither he, nor even the president of the United 
States, had any discretion or power to judge, what 
was, or was not, cause of war; this, the constitution 
had wisely lodged in congress. The treaty with 
Spain still existed; it was made by the constitutior, 
the supreme law of the land, and had Spain violated, 
on her part, every article of that treaty, still the ex- 
ecutive ofthe United States, who is bound to see the 
liws “faithfully executed,” must, in good faith. te- 
wards Spain, have observed on our part that treaty, 
and the cbligation of preserving the peace of the 
nation would have remained until the treaty should 
have been revoked or annulled by congress. Fur- 
nishing the Indians with arms, ammunition, and sup- 
plies, were so many violatiens of treaty stipulations, 
and might have been considered goed cause of war 
by congress; but of this, general Jackson was not 
the judge. His duty was pointed out; it was to sub- 
due and punish the Seminole Indians, with whom 
we were at war; for this purpose he was ordered to 
pursue them into the territorial limits of Spain, and 
over a part of which territory, those Indians had, at 
least, a qualified right of possession and property. 
Under these orders no act of aggression on the Spa- 
nish authorities could have been designed, nor can 
any such acts be justified. Spain, before she could 
become or be made a party to this war, must have 
merged her neutral character in that of the enemy, 
and clearly indentified herself with the Seminole In- 
dians, and by acts of open and undisguised hostility 
to general Jackson, have opposed him by physical, 
not moral force, 

But the weakness of the Spanish authorities is 
urged in justification of this outrage upon our con- 
stitution; and is the weakness of an independent 
power, to disparage their neutral rights or fur- 
nish pretences for a powerful neighbor, to weaken 
them further by hostile aggressions? And is it thus 
we are to be furnished by an American officer, with 
a justification of the dismemberment of Poland, the 
capture of the Danish fleet by Great Britain, and the 
subjugation of Europe by Bonaparte; and shall the 
United States be called upon to imitate the exam- 
ple; or silently acquiesce and thereby subscribe to 
doctrines, and approve measures, that are in direct 
opposition to the repeated and invariable declara- 
tions of the government, given to this nation and 
the world, through the official medium of presiden- 
tial messages, and the correspondeuce of all her 
public ministers, and sanctioned by all her public 
Jaws, on the subject of neutral rights? Will it not 
be said, that we have changed our national policy?’ 
Shall we not be addressed in the following language 
by the nations of Europe? 

“The time was, when the United States were also 
weak, she had no navy, she had no army. In those 
days she was a strong advocate for neutral rights, 
anxious that free ships should make free goods; that 
the neutral flag of the republic should protect al! 
sailing under it, ever protesting against and con 
plaining of the violation of her neutral rights, by the 
belligerents of Europe. Brut these times have pas- 
sed away, the nation has tried her strength in battle 
and feund herself quite equal to the struggle; she 
has had time to strengthen her army and increas¢ 
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former precepts abandoned, and feeling power and 
forgetting right, she walks over a prostrate consti- 
tution, to conquer and subdue a miserable and fee-| 
ble, though neutral colony, whose very weakness, 
(pleaded in excuse for the aggression) should have 
rather constituted an appeal to a generous people 
for protection.” : 

In this unfavorable light the committe have too 
much reason to fear, will the civilized world view 
this transaction, and if sanctioned by the nation, they 
regret to say there will be too much reason given 
thus to consider it. 

But there are still other reasons disclosed and facts ; 
developed, that discover the motives of the com-: 
manding oflicer, more fully then those above stated. 
More than two months after this campaign had end- | 
ed, and the Seminole. war was terminated, another. 
expedition is planned, and-ihe land and naval forces” 
of the United States, ordered to execute it, which; 
is to reduce the fortress of St. Augustine, the capi- | 
tal of east Florida. ‘The reasons offered for this 
measure are stated in his orders to general Gaines, 
dated Nashville, 7th August, 1815, and are as fol- 
lows: 

«f have noted with attention, major Twiggs’ let- 
ter, marked No. 5. I contemplated that the agents of 
Spain, orthe officers at fort St. Augustine, would ex- 
cite the Indians to hostility and furnish them with 
the means of war. It will be necessary to obtain 
evidence substantiating this fact, and that the hos-' 








_ tile Indians have been fed and furnished from the | 


garrison of St. Augustine. This being obtained, : 
should you deem your force sufficient. You will pro- 
eeed to take and garrison fort St. Augustine with | 
American troops, and hold the garrison prisoners 
until you hear from the president of the United 
States, or transport them to Cuba, as in your judge- 
ment, under existing circumstances you may think 
best. 

«Let it be remembered, that the proceedings car- 
ried on by me, or this order, is not on the ground 
that we are at war with Spain, it is on the ground of 
self preservation, bottomed on the broad basis of the 
law of nature and of nations, and justified by giving 
peace and security to our frontiers, hence the ne- 
cessity of procuring evidence of the fact of the 
agents or officers of Spain, having excited the In- 
dians to continue the war against us, and that they 
have furnished them with the means of carrying on 
the war; this evidence being obtained, you will (if 
your force is sufficient) permit nothing to prevent 
you from reducing fort St. Augustine, except a posi- 
tive order from the department of war. 

«Orders have some time since been given to the 
efficer of the ordinance, commanding at Charleston, 
to have in readiness a complete battering train, the 
number and calibre of the guns pointed out, I have 
no doubt you will find them in readiness. : 

«I enclose you.the report of captain Henley, of 
the naval force on that station; you will open a cor- 
respondence with commandant A. J. Dallas, to int 
sure his co-operation, provided it should be requir- 
ed.” 

In this projected expedition, it was not though 
necessary or expedient to consult the exeeutive 
branch of the government; the order sent to gene- 
pal Gaines was peremptory, on-the discovery being 
made that the Indians had been supplied with am-| 
munition and provisions, and excited to war; the 
blow was to bestruck, and nothing but an express or- 
derfrom the secretary of war wasto prevent it. Long 
before this period the commanding general had, by 





his. letters to the secretary of war, declared the Se-| 


minole war at an end, and after which nota single | 


iuteenat ond 


new act of hostility had been committed. Yet ix 
this state of peace, is a military officer directed to 
ascertain certain facts, and on such facts being sub. 
Stantiated to make war ona neutral colony of a na- 
tion in peace and amity with the United States, thus 
disregarding not only the legislative and executive 
authorities of the United States, but setting at 
naught the usages of all civilized nations, by making 
war without a previous and public deciaration.— 
Were this nation subject to the will of a military 





despot and were there no constitutional barriers to 


the inordinate exercise of military ambition, more 
than this could scarcely have been expected. It 
is with pain the committee are constrained to make 
the observations, but where the vital principles of 
these constitution have been violated, as they con. 
ceive, it would be criminal in them under the in. 
structions they have received from the senate, and 
the duty they owe the nation, to besilent. Silence 
on their part would have been considered an acqui- 
escence in those measures, and they fear this pre- 
cedent and example may be pleaded and followed 
on future occasions. 

If these things be admitted in the south, will they 
not be considered as authorized in the north? Are 
there not fortresses there to be won, and provinces 
to be conquered and are there not Indians in that 
quarter likewise, and may not the officer in com- 
mand find means to prove that those indians have 
been, or hereafter may be furnished by the British 
with arms and munitions of war, and if so, may he 
not follow the example set in the south? And add 
something to his stock of military fame by reducing 
the British fortresses of Canada, and unfurling the 
star spangled banner of this nation on the walls of 
Quebec. 

We hope better things of the distinguished offi- 
cer, atthe head of our armies, and we had hoped 
better things of the hero of New Orleans, but we 
have been disappointed, and if the conduct of the 
officers in the south, be sanctioned and approved 
by the nation, we are free to declare that the re- 
duction of Quebec, (where Montgomery fell, unable 
to conquer) would present a much stronger claim 
to public approbation. 

It is necessary here to remark, that a copy of the 
order issued by general Jackson, to general Gaines, 
for the reduction of St. Augustine, was transmitted 
to the secretary of war, and a countermanding or- 
der promptly despatched to general Gaines, which 
reached hm, before the military expedition set on 
foot by general Jackson, had commenced; and thus 
was suddenly arrested a military scheme (as uncon- 
stitutional as it was impolitic) and which might as 
stated by the secretary of war, in his letter of the 
8th day of September, 181%, have involved this na- 
tion in a war with all Europe. 

In thus promptly prohibiting the unauthorised 
seizure, at the will of a commanding general of the 
possessions of a neighboring nation with whom the 
United States are at peace, the committee recog- 
nize that sacredyegard to the rights of other nations 
winch ought never to be departed from by the ex- 
ecutive of a free country, and .hat vigilent attention 
to the conduct of officers of the army, which is ne- 
cessary to secure a due subordination of the milita- 
ry to the civil power. 

They consider that on this occasion, the execu- 
tive of the United States has (by promptly restor- 
ing St. Marks and Pensacola, wrested from Spain, in 
violation of instructions) pursued the course, that 
the constitution demanded, that all former prece- 
Jents justified, and to which the public sentiment 
gave a decided approbation. 
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In reviewing the execution of Arbuthnot and Am- 
brister, your committee cannot but consider it as an 
unnecessary act of severity, on the part of the com- 
manding general, anda departure from that mild 
and humane system towards prisoners, which inal’ 
our conflicts with savage or civilized nations, has 
heretofore been considered, not only honorable to 
the national character, but conformable to the dic- 
tates of sound policy. These prisoners were sub- 
jects of Great Britain, with whom the United States 
are at peace. Having left their gountry, and umted 
their fate with savages, with whom the United States 
were at war, they forfeited their claim to the pro- 
tection of their own government, and subjected 
themselves to the same treatment, which might, ac- 
cording to the practice and principles of the Ameri- 
can government, be extended towards those, with 
whom they were associated. No process of reason- 
ing can degrade them belowthe savages with whom 
they were connected. As prisoners of war, they 
were entitled to claim from the American govern- 
ment, that protection, which the most savage of our 
foes, have uniformly experienced, when disarmed 
andin our power. Humanity shudders atthe idea 
of a cold blooded execution of prisoners disarmed, 
and in the power of the conqueror. And aithough, 
savages, who respect no laws, may, according to the 
strict principles of the law of nations, have their 
own system of cruelty inflicted on them, by way of 
retaliation, itis believed, that such a system would 
degrade and debase the civilized nation, who could 
resort to it, and is not only repugnant to the nuld 
principles ef the christian religion, but a violation 
of those great principles of moxal rectitude which 
distinguish the American character. Retaliation 
inthe United States has always been confined to 
specified acts of cruelty. It is not believed that 
any attempt has ever been made to retaliate for 
charges so generalas those exhibited against Ar- 
buthnot and Ambrister, viz: “Inciting the Indians to 
war.” Durmg the revolutionary war, only two ca- 
ses occurred of persons seized for purposes of reta- 
hation, neither of whom was executed. The case 
of Asgiil seized on account of the murder of Huddy; 
and governor Hamilton of Vincennes, for specific 
acts of crueity also. 


by his own authority set aside the sentence of the 
court and substituted for that sentence, his own ar- 
bitrary will, In trials involving the life of an indivi- 
dual, a strict adherence to form, is in ordinary cases 
considered the best-security against oppression and 
injustice. | ; 
A departure from these forms is calculated to in. 
flict a wound onthe national character and tarnish 
the laurels so justly acquired by the commanding 
general by his former victories. Such are the facts 
as they appear to the committee, and such are the 
views taken by them of the important subjects re- 
ferred to their consideration, and together with 
their report, they submit various depositions and 
documents, to which, and to the correspondence 
and documents relating to the Seminole war, com- 
municated to the senate by the president of the 
United States, at the last and present session, they 
refer. 

The documents accompanying the preceding 
repert shall appearin our next. 





— 


The following letter isa powerful document in fa- 
vor of the proceedings of gen. Jackson, and as it has 
not been before published in the Register, we pre- 
fer giving it a place at this time. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEB. 6. 
The following message was received from the 
president of the United States, by Mr. J. J. Monroe, 
his secretary. 
To the house of representatives. 
I transmit to congress a copy of aletter from go- 
vernor Bibb to major general Jackson, connected 
withthe late military operationsin Florida. This 
letter had been mislaid, or it would have been com- 
municated with the other documents atthe com- 
mencement of the session. JAMES MONROE. 
Vashington, February 6, 1819. 
Fort Crawford, 9th May, 1818. 
Dearsir: Proceeding to Georgia for the purpose 
of bringing my family to this territory, and desirous 
to provide for the safety of the inhabitants on the 
frontiers during my absence, I have sought an inter- 
view with the officer in command at this place. At 
camp Montgomery I learned that you would proba- 





Hamilton was confined fora |bly reach this place inafew days,and indulged the 





short time with rigor, and afterwards released. Du- | hope o: seeing you. 


An interview with you would 


nng the late war, marked with some cases of cold | have been to me a source of much pleasure, and £ 
blooded massacre on the part of our enemy, parti-|regret that my arrangements will not permit me to 
cularly the one at the river Raisin, no such measure | await your arrival. 


as retaliation was resorted to. 


The Indians commenced their murderous incur- 


The principle assumed by the commanding ge- |sions on the frontier settlements in January last, 
neral, that Arbuthnot and Ambrister, by uniting in| when two men were killed in this neighborhood. 
war against the United States, while we were at|No events occurred afterwards to excite apprehen- 
peace with Great Britain, “became outlaws and pi- |sion until the 14th of March, when a house on the 
rates, and hable to suffer death,” is not recognised } fee a! road, near the Popler Spring, was attacked, 


in any code of national law. 


Nothing can be found Jand e.ght persons Killed. This intelligence reach- 


in the history of civilized nations, which recognizes |-d me at Claiborne, from whence a detachment of 
such a principle except a decree of the executive |}mounted riflemen was immediately ordered to the 


directory of France, during their short career of |p ace for one month’s service. 


A few days after- 


folly and madness, which declars that, neutrals found | wards, five men, while travelling the road, were 
on board enemies ships, shouldbe considered and | fired at, and three killed, from whom fifteen hun. 


treated as pirates.* 


dred or two thousand dollars were taken. The peo- 


The committee forbear to make any other re-|nle, for the most part, were flying for safety in 
markson the violation of the usual and accustomed |everv direction, and all communication, by mail or 
forms in the punishment and conviction of Arbuth- |otheswise, with Georgin, wholly suspended. The 
not and Ambrister, except that even despots claim- | Injians were known to be still in that quarter. In 
ing to exercise absolute power cannot with propric- | t!is state of things, three posts were established 


ty violate their own rules. 


by my order, a which there are, in the whole, about 


Having detailed a court martial, for the purpose |an hundved me», who have instructiuns to scour the 





of trying the prisoners, the commanding general | woods from day to day. 


A fortnight since they 





* , g's b . 4 y ? 
See Mr. King’s letter to the secretary of siate, Vol: 


10, p. —, state papers. 


i found acamp, but, on their approach, the enemy 
| fled toa contiguous swamp, from whence they fired 
and killect one. mar. 


The commanding officer in- 
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forms me that he thinks the number of Indians in 
the neighborhood considerable. I should have men- 
tioned that in April. a house, within fifteen or twen- 
ty miles of Claiborne, was attacked, the husband 
killed, and wife and two daughters wounded. Thir- 
ty dollars, a quantity of bacon, and every article 
which could be conv: yed away, were taken and car- 
ried to Pensacola, where, I believe, the murderers 
might stili be found. 

[ yesterday learned that one Indian was killed and 
another wounded near the Poplar Spring. 

This detail of events, however, was probably un- 
necessary, as you will receive from major Youngs 
every mtelligence upon the subject. My princip:! 
object is to state that, in my efforts to protect the 
people over whom I preside, the territorial trea- 
sury, beiug destituie of funds, has afforded me iio 
supplies whatever; nor has it been in the power of 
the commanding ofticer here to render the aid whicu 
he has unrtormly manifested the best disposition to 
afford. Iam desirous t.iai the troops should be 
considered as in the service of the United States, 
and the accounts adjusted when their term of ser- 
vice expires. One conpony ren 'ezvoused at Pon'ar 
Spring, tor three months’ service, on the 10th of 
April, and a detachment of twenty-five at Sepulgs, 
lately, for the s.me term of service. The expen- 
ditures incurred have been necessarily consider- 
ble, and altogether beyond my means of paying. 
You will readily perceive how unpleasan' has been 
my situation, without the means of affording the 
protection necessary to keep the inhabitants a! 
their homes. The reguiar force in this quarter 
has been insufficient for the defence of the country; 
the militia I have not had time to organize; and, 
above all, not adollar in the treasury. My views 
of the necessity of forwarding men and money to 
this section of the country, have been repeatedly 
stated to col. Trimble, but I apprehend it has noi 
been in his power to meet them. Having endes 
vored in vain, with my limiied resources, io arres: 
the enemy, after their successive murders, and be. 
ing satisfied thai they sough: refuge in Fiorida, I 
determined to raise a voiunieer force, and order 
them to attack the hostile Indians, without regard 
to our boundary. A part of tie force is now unde. 
the command ef major Youngs, and captain Stuliis 
in possession of my order. Had 1 been furnished 
with funds, the ememy would have been driven 
from that retreat long before this time; persuaded 
ss Lam thatit is the only effectual method of af. 
fording security to this territory. 

Lhave this moment received intelligence which 
leaves no doubt of your approach to this quarter, 
and I shatl now leave the territory perfectly satis- 
tied that the people willnoi suffer by iny apsenc.. 
Mr. Henry Hitchcock is appointed territorial secre- 
tary, and will act as governor afier I set out from 
ts ort Jackson, which will be the 26th or 27th of 
the month. I may, however, be detained a few days 
longer in arranging with the Big Warrior ce re- 
ception of a party of Indians who have sued tur 
peace, and delivered themselves to major Youngs, 
This they did so soon as the major convinced thei, 
by a well-tumed and well executed expeditio., 
that they wouid no longer be permitted to mur- 
der our citizens, and find refuge in the Spanish 
territory. . ' 

‘Theve are at this place forty vol nteers, and the 
same number of militia at Camp Mon'gomery. 
Should you need anv additionai aid from the ter- 
theory, i would be promptly furnis:ed, sionld you 
notify me at Fort Jackson before my depariure. 

I enciose to you a letter Ihave received from the 
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commanding officer of the militia near the Poplar 
Spring, which will present to you the state of 
things in that quarter. Excuse this hasty scrawl, 
and accept the assurances of my regard and esteem, 
WM. W. BIBB. 
Maj. Gen. AnpREW Jackson. 
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CHRONICLE. 


The vice president of the United States has dislo- 
cated his shoulder by a fall. 


The Columbus. The ship of the line built at Wash. 
ington is called the “Columbus,” and not the Co- 
lumbia, as reported and applied. There is a sense 
and meaning in the name with which we are quite 
content. 

She was launched on Monday last in great stile, 
without accident, in the presence of a vast crowd of 
people—the president, heads of departments and 
many members of congress attending. We heartily 
say, success to the Cotumbus.° She isa ship of the 
first quality, and it is said, will be fitted immediately. 

Arkansaw. Brevet general James .Miller, at pre« 
sent a colonel in the army, is appointed to be go- 
vernor of the new territory of Arkansaw. 

Robert Crittenden is appointed secretary of sfid 
territory. 

Florida, It seems pretty well ascertained that a 
Spanish fleet arrived at Pensacolaon the 4th ult. with 
6UU troops, of whom 16V0 were dragoons, bringing 
with them $100,000 to pay the men and mount the 
cavalry. Whether they will remain or not, under 
the new arrangement of things, is doubtful. 

Capt. Boyleshas removed the banditti who have 
been so long prowling about the liacs, robbing and 
murdering the people. He has erected a smail fort 
on the Chatahoochie, near which, it is said, 500 fami! 
lies from Georgia have already settled. 

Col. King was engaged in removing the United 
States’ stores &c. from Pensacolato Montpelier. 

The National Advocate says, ‘by a calculation 
made in 1813, the Floridas brought the Spanish go- 
vernment in debt upwards of 800,000 dollars annual- 
ly; and during the existence of the cortez the re- 
gents of the kingdom would gladly have made the 
transfer, had their ally, G. Britain, permitted them 
so todo.” 

Gen. Gaines has been ordered to furnish a guard 
for the surveyors appointedto survey the newly ac- 
quired territory from the Creeks. 

Married at Vienna, New York, on the 2d ult. by 
the rev. E. Stebbins, Mr. Daniel Butts, of Augusta, 
aged 15, to Miss Elizabeth Matoon, of the former 
place, aged 11. Two brothers,the eldest 18, the 
other 15,have married mother and daughter, the 
mother 35, the dayghter 11. 

The leyislature -f New Jersey rose on Friday 
las. Seventy-two acts were passed during the 
session. Among the number, we find that there is 
one for the sale of the government house and lot in 
the city of Trenton, and another to create a fund 
for the improvement of inland navigation. 

The state of New York, according to the annual 
report of the commissary general, possesses 122 
pieces of iron ordnance, 112 of brass, and 27,145 
muskets, 

The legislature of Massachusetts closed their 
winter session on Saturday last, after passing 90 
acts. Among thenumber is an act, making high- 
way robbery with intent to kill, or maim with 
dangerous weapon, acrime punishable with death. 

The steam boat Franklin, with a full cargo of 
groceries, on her way from New Orleans to 5t- 
Louis, sunk just below St. Genevieve, 








